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Early Childhood Snags “Teacher of the Year” Nominations 
 
 

Redding, Calif.----- The nominations are in for the annual Wells Fargo Teacher of the Year 

award.  Out of fifteen nominees that have been selected to receive a $500 grant, two are representatives 

of Shasta County’s early childhood education community.  Cypress School’s Fran Roberts, preschool 

instructor, and Stacy Watson, school readiness family advocate, will join other nominees at the Teacher 

of the Year awards ceremony taking place at 6:00 p.m. tonight at Turtle Bay.  Both early childhood 

nominees are in the running for the top Teacher of the Year award, which includes a prize of $1,500 for 

the winner’s classroom and a matching contribution of $1,500 for their school. 
 

“It is significant that early learning is being seen as an integral part of a child’s education 

experience,” says Muffy Berryhill, executive director of First 5 Shasta.  “These nominations recognize 

that early learning is the foundation for success in school.”  First 5 Shasta congratulates these early 

childhood nominees for Teacher of the Year.  The inclusion of Fran Roberts and Stacy Watson in this 

year’s nominations is outstanding!”   
 

Cypress School is one of two Redding schools partnering with First 5 Shasta to deliver a school 

readiness program to students and families with young children in the school attendance area.  According 

to Berryhill, “School readiness aims to create a continuum of education, insuring schools are ready for 

children and supportive of families well before their children reach school age.”   
 

First 5 Shasta’s School Readiness Program (http://ccfc.ca.gov/shasta/SchoolReadi.htm) is funded 

by a $400,000 grant from the First 5 California and $200,000 contributed by First 5 Shasta.  The program 

is enhanced by approximately $1 million in services committed by local partners.  First 5 Shasta’s School 

Readiness Program is a partnership between First 5 Shasta and the Redding School District.  It currently 

has programs in place at Juniper Academy and Cypress Elementary School. 
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